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what is now Eastern Rumelia), and when there his dissolute
habits so scandalized the citizens that they seized him and
shut him up in prison. Sururi, the poet and famous chrono-
grammatist, happened to be Vehbfs assistant at the time, and
he too, on the presumption that he shared the tastes of his
superior, was likewise cast into gaol. They were both released
before long; but the incident seems to have been the starting-
point of Sururf's half playful, though wholly ribald, attacks
on the elder poet, whose replies in kind round off an extra-
ordinary and not very creditable episode in the literary
history of the time.

Among the cadiships which Vehbf held was that of Rhodes,
where he wrote another celebrated qasfda, that known as
the Tayyara or 'Volant', on the execution in that island of
the unhappy Shahfn Giray, last Khan of the Crimea.

When the poet-loving Sultan, Selfm III, ascended the
throne, he lost no time in arranging for Vehbf's comfort
and well-being, an attention to which the latter responded
by collecting his Dfwan and dedicating it to the kindly
monarch. For the rest of his life the poet seems to have
been amply provided for, and, till his health gave way, to
have divided his time between versifying and merry-making.
He died in Constantinople, over ninety years of age, on
the 14^. of the First Rebfc, 1224 (28th. April, 1809).

It is said that several years before his death his constitution
broke down; gout attacked him, his eyes were affected, and
according to some his reason was impaired. For seven years
he was confined to his bed. There is a story told by Suleyman
FaDiq Efendi how three days before he fell ill, Vehbf
invited his friends and intimates to a feast at the close of
which he addressed them as follows: 'I am now more than
eighty years of age, and death is at hand for me. One of
these days I shall die suddenly or else be stricken with